The Environmental Impact of Coffee

Ben Salinas

Abstract Overall Environmental Impact

A Life Cycle Assessment(LCA) was performed of coffee
production and consumption. The analysis of these results,
generated using the Eco-Indicator 99 LCA tool, showed that the
majority of the impact in production of coffee occurred during
transportation. When compared to the impact due to other
coffee processes such as roasting and brewing coffee as
espresso, it was determined that the farming of coffee is a Roasting
small percentage of the overall impact.
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Key Findings: Brewing
-Commercial espresso machines are
poorly designed. At least 50% of the daily
power use is due to heat loss.

-Most commercial espresso machines are
left on 24 hours per day.

-Over its 10 year life, an espresso
machine will cost $15,000 in electricity—
as much as the machine itself.

Conclusion

More than 95% of the environmental impact of
coffee occurs in the country of consumption, where
98% of the economic value of coffee is realized.
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